BRADY GOETZ,
PHD, PAS
CONSULTANT

Brady Goetz, PhD, is owner of
Goetz Dairy Consulting, LLC.

He currently calls on dairies in the
1-29 corridor and surrounding
areas, providing comprehensive
nutrition and management
consulting built on his diverse
background, commitment to
relationships and desire to inspire
change and grow leaders.
Brady’s deep passion for the
dairy industry started when he
became involved on his aunt and
uncle’s dairy operation where he
spent most of his summers
growing up. After graduating from
Northeast lowa Community
College with an Associate of
Applied Science in Dairy Science
and Technology, Brady spent
three years working as a
herdsman in eastern lowa
managing operations and
employees while building a key
network of industry connections.
As a herdsman, he quickly
learned how critical high-quality
nutrition and feed management
were in preventing issues and
maximizing production. This led
Brady to lowa State University
where he received his Bachelor of
Science in Animal Science. He
then joined Dr. Lance
Baumgard'’s lab to pursue his
PhD focusing on how immune
activation and various feed
additives may influence cow
health and production. Brady is a
member of the American Dairy
Science Association and
American Registry of Professional
Animal Scientists and was
involved in the National Dairy
Challenge as both a student and
coach.

Brady and his wife, Taylor,
currently reside in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.

GPS DAIRY BLOG

April 2, 2024

MAYHEM IN

MARCH

During my time at lowa State University, the mayhem of basketball in March
became one of my favorite times of the year. There’s something about the
underdog defeating a higher seed, a buzzer beater to win the game, and most of
all the comradery of the fanbases working to help their team gain an advantage.
One thing that always stands out to me is how robust the game schedule is for
those teams that advance. They have little time to prepare for their next opponent
or even know who their next opponent is even going to be. The teams that
advance have players that understand if they trust the process, do their job to the
best of their ability and are prepared to handle adversity... good things will
happen.

While the mayhem of basketball games keep me entertained, | find myself
thinking about ways to minimize the potential for mayhem in the digestive tract of
our cows. On any given day there are plenty of organisms and opportunistic
pathogens waiting for a disruption in the matrix. For example, springtime is
accompanied with temperature swings, fermentation changes, variable intakes,
weather events (mud, rain, snow, etc.) and much more. Working through these
challenges and reducing the potential for mayhem isn’t a one-person job. Instead,
the whole team needs to be involved and invested. | find a great place to start is
with two of our FeedFIT® modules “Loading and Mixing” and “Clean Feed”.

We know how important Loading and Mixing are, but take a step back and do an
assessment. Evaluate not only the feeder but the equipment as well. Is the mixer
level? Are the feeders loading in the middle of the mixer? Is feed evenly
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distributed throughout the bunk? Taking the time to evaluate and adjust can help
reduce variation in the mixer, at the bunk and ultimately in each bite a cow takes.

In a recent blog, Jordan touched on Clean Feed with an update on mycotoxins. This
certainly is an important step, but don’t forget there are other potential
contaminants that we need to consider. Mud is inevitable during spring, and feeding
equipment is constantly in areas where it can track that mud into bunks or the feed
ingredients. Make sure that the skid loader pushing up feed has clean tires and isn’t
throwing mud or other debris into the feed. In addition, rain seems to find its way
into the center of the feed alley. Are we pushing that out before we push-up feed or
are we just pushing that into the feed?

Just like the team that makes it deep into the tournament, sometimes we may not
have the ability to prepare for an event as much as we would like. If we have a high
performing team working together toward the same goal, we can make it through
any challenges that may arise. While the chaos of March basketball brings a lot of
excitement, preventing mayhem in the digestive tract is crucial for high performance
in our cows!
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